
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
)

Implementation of the Telecommunications ) CC Docket No. 96-115
Act of 1996: )

)
Telecommunications Carriers� Use of )
Customer Proprietary Network Information )
And Other Customer Information )

)

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF PETITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION

IDT Corporation (�IDT�) submits the following brief comments in support of the

Petitions for Reconsideration (�Petitions�) filed by AT&T Wireless Services, Inc.

(�AWS�)1 and Verizon Communications Inc. (�Verizon�).2  AWS requests that �the

Commission reconsider its decision to eliminate its presumption that inconsistent state

customer proprietary network information (�CPNI�) requirements will be preempted.3

Verizon similarly, if somewhat more thoroughly, requests that �the Commission

reconsider its order to make clear that all state regulations of [CPNI] that are inconsistent

with the federal CPNI rules, including any state rules that adopt an opt-in requirement,

                                                          
1 �Petition for Reconsideration,� Implementation of the Telecommunications Act of 1996:
Telecommunications Carriers� Use of Customer Proprietary Network Information and Other Customer
Information; Implementation of the Non-Accounting Safeguards of Sections 271 and 272 of the
Communications Act of 1934, As Amended; 2000 Biennial Annual Review � Review of Policies and Rules
Concerning Unauthorized Charges of Consumer�s Long Distance Carriers; Third Report and Order and
Third Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, CC Docket Nos. 96-115, 96-149, 00-257, FCC 02-214 (rel.
July 25, 2002)(�AWS Petition�).
2 �Verizon�s Petition for Reconsideration,� Implementation of the Telecommunications Act of 1996:
Telecommunications Carriers� use of Customer Proprietary Network Information and Other Customer
Information; Third Report and Order and Third Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, CC Docket No.
96-115, FCC 02-214 (rel. July 25, 2002)(�Verizon Petition�).
3 AWS Petition at 1.
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are preempted.�4  For the reasons stated in the Petitions and briefly restated below, the

Commission should grant the Petitioners� requests.

For the sake of brevity, IDT refrains from restating the Petitioners� arguments

simply to demonstrate our support.  We take this opportunity solely to express our

solidarity with the Petitioners on this issue and share our concerns for the constitutional

implications of the Commission�s actions and, more practically, the impact of the

Commission�s actions on IDT and similarly situated carriers.  Should the Commission

decline to act in accordance with Petitioners� requests, states will be free to institute

CPNI standards that are inconsistent with and more restrictive than, federal regulations.

As a result, carriers will be compelled to:  operate under the strictest standard; adopt a

patchwork of state-specific compliance processes (which will likely be either overly

burdensome, expensive or impossible); or abandon use of CPNI altogether.  Any such

outcome would be contrary to the Congressional goal of uniform national CPNI

regulation as set forth in 47 USC § 222.

In conclusion, for the reasons stated above and in the aforementioned Petitions,

IDT urges the Commission to act in accordance with Petitioners� request that all state

regulations of CPNI that are inconsistent with the federal CPNI rules, including any state

rules that adopt an opt-in requirement, are preempted.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Carl Wolf Billek
Carl Wolf Billek
IDT Corporation
520 Broad Street
Newark, New Jersey 07102-3111
(973) 438-4854

November 19, 2002
                                                          
4 Verizon Petition at 1.
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Arlington, VA 22201 Washington, DC 20006
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Washington, D.C. 2006 Washington, DC 20036
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  and  Popeo, P.C.
701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20004

Marlene H. Dortch To-Quyen T. Truong
Secretary Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, PLLC
Federal Communications Commission 1200 New Hampshire Ave., NW
445 12th Street, SW Suite 800
Washington, DC 20554 Washington, DC 20036
mdortch@fcc.gov

Bryan Tramont Michael Altschul
Senior Legal Advisor CTIA
Office of Chairman Michael Powell 1250 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Federal Communications Commission Suite 800
445 12th Street, SW Washington, DC 20036
Washington, DC 20554
btramont@fcc.gov
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Legal Advisor USTA
Office of Chairman Michael Powell 1401 H Street, NW
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Senior Legal Advisor SBC Communications, Inc.
Office of Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 1401 I Street, NW
Federal Communications Commission Suite 400
445 12th Street, SW Washington, DC 20004
Washington, DC 20554
mbrill@fcc.gov

John Branscome Stephen L. Earnest
Legal Advisor BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
Office of Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 675 West Peachtree Street, NE
Federal Communications Commission Suite 4300
445 12th Street, SW Atlanta, GA 30375-0001
Washington, DC 20554
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Senior Legal Advisor Sprint Corporation
Office of Commissioner Michael Copps 401 9th Street, NW
Federal Communications Commission Suite 400
445 12th Street, SW Washington, DC 20004
Washington, DC 20554
jgoldstei@fcc.gov

Paul Margie Karen Reidy
Spectrum and International Legal Advisor WorldCom, Inc.
Office of Commissioner Michael Copps 1133 19th Street, NW
Federal Communications Commission Washington, DC 20036
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
pmargie@fcc.gov
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Daniel Gonzalez Daniel Meron
Senior Legal Advisor Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP
Office of Commissioner Kevin Martin 1501 K Street, NW
Federal Communications Commission Washington, DC 20005
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
dgonzale@fcc.gov

William Maher Marcy Greene
Chief Attorney Advisor
Wireline Competition Bureau Competition Policy Division
Federal Communications Commission Wireline Competition Bureau
445 12th Street, SW FCC
Washington, DC 20554 445 12th Street, SW
Wmaher@fcc.gov Washington, DC 20554

mgreene@fcc.gov
Jeffrey Carlisle
Senior Deputy Chief
Wireline Competition Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
jcarlisl@fcc.gov

Thomas J. Sugrue
Chief
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
tsugrue@fcc.gov

James D. Schlichting
Deputy Chief
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Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
jschlich@fcc.gov

Qualex International
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